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292 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 



MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL AND GENERAL 
COURT, 1622-1629 



(From the Originals in the Library of Congress) 



(Continued from p. 51) 

A Court at James Citty the 7 th of ffebruary 1627 
present 

Capt: ffrancis West Esq r Gouerno 1 " &c. 
Docto r Pott M r Secretary 

Capt Smyth Capt Tucker 

Capt Mathewes M r ffarrar. 

Peter Climgeon aged 26 yeares borne in the p r ish of S l 
Olives in Southwarke neare London sworne & examined sayth 
that about the sixteenth day of January, he being at the house 
of M r Edward Grindon, heard Will'm Mills confesse that he 
had carryed a certaine quantity of sugar & Currants unto the 
house of John Tyos, & likewise six paire of shoes & one shirt 
& further sayth that y e said Will'm Mills did say that he was 
bound to curse them that had enticed him to it, & this is all 
that this examinate can say. 

John Tyos aged 26 yeares borne at Lowe Layden in Essex 
confesseth as followeth, viz, that Will'm Mills in the Christmas 
holydayes last did bring into this examinates house two hens, 
whom this examinate asked where he had them, Will'm Mills 
answered, that he bredd upp three henns & a capon of his 
owne, whereof his Mistris had killed one w ch caused him to 
kill the other two & brought them unto this examinates house, 
saying that there was noe keeping of henns at his Masters 
house, for my Mistris will kill them all, & further this exam- 
inate confesseth that the two henns were dressed & eaten at 
his house : And about some 4 dayes after this examinate con- 
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fesseth that the said Will'm Mills did bring into his house, one 
blacke capon, w ch was likewise dressed & eaten at his house: 
ffurther this examinate sayth that the sayd Will'm Mills & 
others did play at his house at cards for henns, at w ch time the 
sayd Wiirm Mills did loose two henns w ch were w th in 3 or 4 
dayes after brought to this examinat's house & dressed & 
eaten there, And further this examinate sayth that the said 
Will'm Mills offered to sell unto him six paire of shoes w ch he 
refused, in regard he had not ready Tobacco to pay for them, 
Whereuppon Thomas Hall did buy the sayd shoe, And alsoe 
this examinate confesseth, that there was a parcell of Tobacco 
brought into the sayd Hall his house but how or when it was 
brought he knoweth not, & this is all that this examinate con- 
fesseth. 

Jane the wife of John Tyos aged about 22 yeares borne 
at Wombarne in Staffordshire, examined confesseth that the 
aforesaid Will'm Mills did at severall times bring poultry into 
her house but knoweth not hay many, w cb were there dressed 
& eaten ; & further shee confesseth that the said Will'm Mills 
did bring a certaine quantity of sugar & Currants in a bagg 
unto her house when Edward Allen, John Edwards, & Tho: 
Hall & others of M r Grindons servants were there present 
soe this examinate & her husband, did then goe to church & 
did leave the rest there, ffurther this examinate confesseth 
that the said Mills did bring once or twise certaine Currants 
in his pockett w ch he did eate & give away, shee further sayth 
that there was one shirte & shoes in her house, but how & by 
what meanes they came she knoweth not. 

Tho : Hall aged about 26 yeares borne at Wisbige in Cam- 
bridgshire examined, sayeth that Will'm Mills did at severall 
times bring certaine poultry unto the house of John Tios w ch 
were there eaten, but how many there was he knoweth not; 
further this Examinate confesseth that Jane the wife of John 
Tios did bring a napkin into him and willed him to sowe it & 
make a bagg of it to carry currants w cb shee told this exam- 
inate the said Mills had bought of M* Grindon his Master 
This Examinate further confesseth that he bought seaven 
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paire of shoes of the said Mills for 2 1. & y 2 of Tobacco a 
paire, & that the said Mills told him he had the shoes at 
Chapookes Creeke Allso he sayth he bought a shirte for 6 1. of 
Tobacco, & this is all that this examinate confesseth. 

At the Court was brought in Will'm Mills servant unto M r 
Edward Grindon of Grindons Hill who haveing been exam- 
ined concerning the stealing of certaine Tobacco shoes Cur- 
rants & suger from his said Master, his examination was 
read: The Gouerno 1, demaunded if there were any inditem* 
preferred ag 8t him by any one, And the Provost Marshal 
openly made Proclamation of the same, And none being 
found the Court thought fitt to adjuge him for his fault to 
be wipped at the cartes taile from y* Towne unto y e Gallowes 
& backe againe. 

At this time allsoe was brought in John Tios, & Jane his 
wife & Thomas Hall, who appeareth unto y e Court to be 
accessoryes unto y* theft of the said Will'm Mills, And there 
being noe inditem* brought in or preferred ag* any of them: 
the Court hath adjudged that the said John Tios shall receave 
40 stripes at the whipping post, & the sayd Thomas Hall to 
receave in like sort 40 strippes more: And the Court doth 
discharge & free the said Jane Tios it being most probable that 
she was drawne thereunto by the will & power of her husband, 
& in expectation of her amendm t of her life hereafter. 



7 th fTebruary 1627. 

Uppon the request of Rich: Stevens, Marchant, the Court 
hath thought good to take the oath of Randall Smallwood, 
Provost Marshall, concerning the praysing of the goods of 
Henry Jacob, Minister, deceased. 

Randall Smallwood, Provost Marshal, sworne & examined 
sayth that about five yeares since, hee this examinate being 
appointed by S r ffrancis Wyatt then governor to appraize the 
goods of Henry Jacob, Minister, deceased, together w th M r 
Bucke then Minister of James Citty he this examinate & the 
said M* Bucke did praise all the goods of what kind soever 
they could by any means find out, And sayth that he well 
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remembreth that they did then praise the same at 3" the pound 
in Tobacco, as the custome usually then was in all appraise- 
ments: And this deponent farther sayeth that there was an 
Inventory of the same delivered unt othe Governo r S r ffrancis 
Wyatt, and that both he this deponent & the said Richard 
Bucke did sett their hands unto the same. 

The Court taking the aforesaid businesse of the estate of 
Henry Jacob Minister deceased into their consideration, And 
rinding that there hath formerly been a Com'ission of Admin- 
istration uppon the said estate graunted unto Rich: Stevens, 
Marchant, by S r ffrancis Wyatt Kn* then Governed, and a bond 
of good securitie to save the Court harmlesse therein taken 
from the said Richard Stevens, that soe if afterwards it might 
appeare to whom the said Estate did justly belonge, the same 
might be delivered unto them by the said Richard Stevens: 
Now whereas Sara the widdow of the said Henry Jacob hath 
by her letter of Atturny & some other letters now produced 
in Court, made meanes to know at what price & rate the goods 
of the said estate were praised the Court hath thought good 
on the behalfe of y** said Richard Stevens by these presents to 
testify that then it was the usuall custome to praise all dead 
mens estates at 3" the pound in Tobacco: And whereas the 
Court doth not perceive by the aforesaid letters of Atturny 
or y* other letters that the said Sara widdow of y« said Henry 
Jacob, doth at all purpose to have the estate of her husband 
sent home in any shipps at this time rideing in this river, it is 
thought fitt that the said Rich: Stevens shall give n a new 
bond w th good securitye, that hereafter the said estate may be 
delivered unto thos eto whom it shall appeare lawfull[y] to 
belonge or appertaine: And whereas the said Estate was 
praysed as aforesaid at 3 B p r pound of Tobacco & thereuppon 
the whole estate, as appeareth by the Inventory delivered into 
the Court uppon the oath of y* said Richard Stevens amounteth 
unto 223, 1.— 07 8 — 04 d Wch the said Richard Stevens is by 
the opinion of the Court, all charges deducted, to pay in 
Tobacco at 3" the pound. 
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James Citty the 8 th of ffebruary 1627. present 

Capt ffrancis West Esq r Gouerno r &c. 

Docto r Pott M r Secretary. 

Capt Smyth Capt Tucker. 

Capt Mathewes M r ffarrar. 

At this Court the Estate of M r Daniell Lacey deceased was 
taken into consideration, & his papers & bookes of accounts 
brought into the Court whereuppon, for the better disposing 
& ordering of the estate & that such debts as are ovveing vnto 
any persons may be payd, it is ordered that A Com'ission of 
Administration uppon the same be graunted unto John South- 
erne gent, Tho: Mayhew Marchant & Anthony Warren, And 
y l they doe continually from time to time bring in the Accounts 
of the said Estate into the Court, & to proceed therein as 
justly & impartially on all parts as may be. 

John Davys imprisoned at the suite of John Bottom for 3 
barrells of eares. 



A Court at James Citty 8 th ffebruary 1627. 

present 
Capt ffrancis West Esq r Gouerno r &c. 
Docto r Pott Capt Tucker 

Capt Mathewes Mr ffarrar. 

Mr Secretary 

At this Court was brought in the Will & Testam 1 of M r 
Abraham Persey 1 Esq r deceased about the 16 th of January 
last past And Greavill Pooly Minister being the sole witnes 
thereunto, he did uppon his oath on the holy Evangelists de- 
pose that himselfe was present when the said Abraham Persey 
both signed sealed & delivered the same as his Will & Testam 1 . 

It is ordered that Capt Thomas Graves shall have a Com'is- 
sion to Com'aund the Plantation of Accawmacke. 



1 Abraham Persey, long the richest merchant and planter in Virginia, 
came in the ship Susan in 1619. He held many prominent offices and 
died October, 1628. A long note on him was printed in this Magazine, 
I, 187, &c. A copy of his will is printed in Neill's I'irginia Carolormn, 
404-406. 



MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL AND GENERAL COURT 297 

It is ordered that a warrant be sent to Accawmacke that 
the Com'aunder make enquiry of Robert Browne & Samuell 
Woolves or any others, what person or persons they be, that 
have sold any glasse bottles to Indians. 

It is ordered that George ffawdon 2 , Thomas Sawyer & 
Wassell Weblin 8 , shall have leave to goe & live at Warosquoy- 
acke. 

It is ordered that whereas John Giles did in the last Som'er 
in July at the Court at Elizabeth Citty take his oath that his 
time of service w th his Master Nicholas Roe 4 , was expired, & 
whereas the contrary appeareth by the oath of Thomas Weston, 
Marchant, The Court uppon the petition of the said Nicolas 
Roe hath ordered that the said John Giles shall serve his Mas- 
ter 6 monthes time, about two monthes of the same being 
for damadges w ch the said Nicolas Roe hath sustained in y e 
suite. 

At this Court Elizabeth ffellgate the wife of Tobias ffell- 
gate 6 , Mariner, Administratrix of all the goods debts & chat- 
ties of Capt Ralfe Hamo r , 6 deceased, (haveing formerly ac- 

2 There is a record in Isle of Wight, a deed, Sept. 29, 1629, from 
Justiman Cooper and wife to Wassail Weblin and George Fawdon, for 
land at Warwicksqueake. George Fawdon was a member of the House 
of Burgesses for Isle of Wight October, 1646, and July, 1653, In Isle 
of Wight is a deed, dated Oct. 30, 1654, from Major George Fawdon, 
conveying 1500 acres to "Mrs. Ann Smith" ("Mrs." was then used for 
a single woman) all of which above mentioned fortune and dowry — the 
nuptials being now celebrated — we George and Ann Fawdon do oblige 
ourselves never to alienate without the consent of our father-in-law, 
Nathaniel Bacon, and our mother Ann his wife, and our brother 
George Smith". The first wife of President Nathaniel Bacon was a 
widow, Mrs. Ann Smith, sister of the first William Bassett, of New 
Kent County. 

3 Nicholas Roe or Row was living at Buck Roe Feb., 1623. 

4 Captain Tobias Felgate, brother of Robert and William Felgate, 
who also at times resided in Virginia, had, as early as 1623, made five 
voyages to Virginia as mate and master. He died at Westover, Va., 
in 1635. His will dated and proved April, 1635, leaves his son Wm. 
Felgate £150, his daughter Sarah Felgate £250, and made his wife Sarah 
executrix. She was evidently his second wife. Elizabeth, of the text, 
had evidently been widow of Ralph Hamor. 

6 Ralph Hamor, son of Ralph Hamor of London, merchant tailor, 
(both were members of the Virginia Company in 1609) came to Vir- 
ginia in 1609. Several years later he went to England and published 
in 1615, "A True Relation of the Present State of Virginia"; returned 
to the colony in 1617 as Vice-Admiral to Argall, and was appointed to 
the Council in 1621. He married a widow, Elizabeth Clements, and 
died in Virginia in 1626. 
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cording to Order delivered uppon her oath and inventory of 
all the estate of the said Capt Ralfe Hamo r ) did at this time 
present unto the Court uppon her oath like wise a perfect & 
true account of the same: And the said Elizabeth ffellgate, 
intending shortly to goe for England did there uppon desire 
to have her bond now lyeing in the Court, w ch was formerly 
taken for the said Administration by the then Governo 1 " & 
Councell, delivered againe into her owne hands, & to be 
freed from the said Administracon, W ch the Court accordingly 
condiscended unto. 

And did further uppon consideration therein, & for the paim 1 
of such debts as remaine yet unpaid, com'itte the remainder of 
the said estate into y e hands of M r George Menefy Marchant : 
And did further order that the said George Menefy should 
give security into y Court for the same that hereafter it might 
be paid to such Credito" & others to whom it shall appeare 
to be due. 



A Court at James Citty 9 th ffebruary 1627. 

present. 

Capt ffrancis West Esq 1 " Gouerno r &c. 

Capt Mathewes M r Claybourne 

Docto 1 " Pott Capt Tucker. 

At this Court was brought in the will & Testam 1 of John 
Hinsley Mariner deceased & proved by the oath of Will'm 
Webster Marchant that it was the will of y e said John Hinsley 
& that he was in perfect sense & memory at the makeing 
thereof & further that the deponent was present at y e signing 
sealing & delivery thereof. 

At this Court Justinian Cowper 7 brought in the Iventory of 
one Thomas Greene late of Warosquoyacke deceased, & deliv- 
ered upp the same uppon his oath to be a full & perfect Inven- 
tory of the said Thomas Greene his estate. And the Court 
ordered that the said Justinian Cowper should have a Com'is- 
sion of Administracon uppon the same graunted unto him. 

7 For a note on Justiman Cooper, see this Magazine XXI, 63. 
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There was a Controversy in Court betweene Will'm Vincent 8 
of the upper Necke of land Planter & John Dodds of the same 
place planter. 

And it was agreed betweene them, that the said WnTm Vin- 
cent should have halfe the land & the greater part of y* lower 
Roome of y e house Southward, w cb did lately belonge unto 
Josuah Chard : 9 And further that the next yeare the said Will'm 
Vincent should take it all into his possession, & pay the sayd 
John Dodds, for the building & clearing as much as by the 
Arbitrament of 4 discreet and honest men should be adjudged. 

It is ordered that M r Will'm Harwood 10 shall make satis- 
faction unto John Davys for y e clearing of the ground belong- 
ing unto Richard Staples & Walter davys deceased lyeing at 
Martin Hundred according as the said M r Harwood hath 
formerly payd unto Mr John Boise & others, And it appeareth 
to the Court to be very reasonable that the said John Davys 
shall receive for the same 400 1 of Tobacco. 

Will'm Harman 11 surrendred & putt over all his title & 
right in the lease of one hundred acres of land at Archers 
Hope, belonging unto him & Christopher Hall deceased, unto 
Robert ffitt & David Mansfeild & to their executo" & assignes 

Richard Craven gent sworne & examined deposeth & sayth, 
that this day in the morning, he this examinate being at Arch- 
ers Hope, at the house of Will'm Harman, saw Amy Hall 
Widdow come running from the house of the said Will'm Har- 

8 In 1626 William Vincent owned 100 acres in the Corporation of 
Charles City. John Dodds owned SO acres in the same corporation. 

8 Among the inhabitants of the Neck of Land in Charles City, 1624, 
were, under the "Muster of Josuah Chard", were said Chard, aged 36, 
who came in the Seaventure, May, 1607, and his wife Anne, aged 33, who 
came in the Bonny Bess in 1623. 

10 "Mr. William Harwood" who came in the Francis Bonaventure, 
was commander of Martin's Hundred in 1624. In 1626 Richard Staples 
owned 150 acres at Archer's Hope. 

11 William Harman does not appear in the census of 1624-5. Christo- 
pher Hall lived at that time on James City Island. Robert Fitt, who 
came in the George, and his wife Anne, who came in the Abigail, also 
lived there. David Mansfield or Mansell, came in the Bona Nova, 1619, 
as a "hired servant" of George Sandys. He was a member of the 
House of Burgesses for Martin's Hundred 1632-3, and in 1639 one of 
the tobacco viewers for the Neck of land, James City County. Was 
Burgess for Archer's Hope &c. 1639, and for James City County 1652. 
Later he removed to the Northern Neck. 

12 In 1626 Richard Craven owned 150 acres at Blount Point. 
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man w th a rope in her hand into her owne house, & hurled in 
the rope into the dore of her house, And the said Will'm 
Harman came running after her, & when he saw that shee had 
hurled away the rope, he the said Harman stroake her w th 
his fist uppon the breast & another blow also w tb hi sfist uppon 
the forehead & then pulled of her headgere & hurled her 
downe over y e threshold of the dore, wheas Theodore Moyles 
came & parted them, & soe hee & the said Harman fell to- 
geather by the eares. 

Rog r Webster of hogg Hand Planter swore & examined 
affirmeth as much as the said Richard Craven hath done. 

At this Court Temperance Lady Yeardley, did, (according 
to y e will of her late husband S r George Yeardley Kn l viz he 
having willed that the Plantation of one thousand acres of 
land at Stanley in Warwicke-River, should be sold & made 
into Tobacco for the use of her & her children) acknowledged 
the said Plantation of one thousand acres to be by her selfe 
by vertue of the said Will, for good considerations & valuable 
some of seaven thousand waight of Tobacco, sold & wholy 
made over unto Leften 1 Thomas fflint 13 & to his heires & 
assignes for ever, the land being due unto y 4 * said S r George 
Yeardley by the transportation of twenty persons, who came 
over into this Country in the shipp the Temperance 1621, viz 
Maximilian Stone & Elizabeth his wife, George Whitehand, 
Tho: Huson, Tho: Man, Tho: Harris, Tho: Powes, W m Chel- 
medge, John Wray, Philip Smith, Rich. Gregory, John Moyer, 
Peter Mason, Henry Rowen, Nathaniell Thomas, W m Brooke, 
John Phillips, John Braford, John Penny & George Devrill. — 
See y e records of Passingers. 

At this Court Temperance Lady Yeardley 14 delivered upp 



13 Lieutenant Thomas Flint, of Elizabeth City, had a lease of 50 
acres there in 1626. He was a Burgess for Warwick River, Oct. 1629, 
March 1629-30, for Stanley Hundred, Sept. 1632, for Denbigh, Feb. 
1632-3, for Warwick River, Jan. 1639, March 1642-3, and Nov. 1647. 

14 At a meeting of the Court of the Virginia Company held at Mr. 
Ferrar's house in St. Sythes Lane, July 21, 1619, Sir Edwin Sandys, 
Treasurer, presiding, "There was at the sitting downe of the Court 
by an unknowne person presented to Mr. Th'rer the Letter following: 




3" 
<3" 
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those guiltes w ch have formerly been sent out of England & 
given to y e use of y e Colledge viz. 

1 One Co'munion silver guilt cupp, & two little chalices in a 

cloath of gold cover. 

2 One Crimson velvet carpet w tb a gold & silke fring. 

3 One white damaske Com'union cloath w th buttons 

4 ffower divinity bookes w th brasse bosses. 

More for the use of Southampton Hundred church given 
by M ri Mary Robinson 

"To Sr. Edwin Sandis The'rer of Virginia 

I. H. S. 

Good luck in the name of the Lord, who is dayly magnified by the 
experiment of your Zeale and Piety in giuinge begining to the foun- 
da'con of the Colledge in Virginia the sacred worke soe due to Heaven 
and soe "Longed for one earth, Nowe knowe wee assuredly that the 
Lord will doe you good and blesse you in all your proceedings even as 
he blessed the howse of Obed Edom and all that pertayned to him be- 
cause of the Arke of God. Now that yee seeke the kingdome of 
God, all thinges shalbe ministred unto you/' This I well see allready, 
and perceiue that by this your godlie determination, the Lord hath 
giuen you "fauor in the sight of the people, and I knowe some whose 
hearts are much enlarged because of the howse of the Lord our God to 
procure yo'r wealth", whose greater designes I haue presumed to 
outrun with this obla'con w'ch I humbly beseech you may be accepted 
as the pledge of my Devo'con and as the earnest of the Vowes "w'ch I 
have vowed unto the Allmighty God of Jacobb concerning this thing", 
w'ch till I may in part performe I desyre to remayne unknowne and 
unsought after. 

The things are these 
A Communion Cupp w'th the Couer and case. 
A Trencher plate for the Bread. 
A Carpett of Crimson Velvett. 
A Linnen Damaske Table Cloth.' " 
The carpet of crimson velvet was, of course, an altar cloth. 

By her will, dated Feb. 13, 1617-18, and proved Sept. 25, 1618 (printed 
in this Magazine XVI, 193 &c.) Mrs. Mary Robinson, of Mark Lane, 
London, widow, gave £200 towards the building and support of a 
church in Virginia. This money was appropriated for the church at 
Smith's Hundred, on the Chickahominy River. 

At a Quarter Court of the Virginia Company May 17, 1620, it was 
recorded that "Two Persons unknowne have given faire Plate & 
other rich ornam'ts for two Communion Tables, whereof one for the 
Colledge, and the other for the Church of Mrs. Mary Robinson's 
foundinge". 

Smith's Hundred was practically broken up by the Massacre of 1622, 
and at some unknown date some of the communion plate mentioned 
came into the possession of Elizabeth City parish and now belongs to 
St. John's Churc.i, Hampton. The cup and paten have the date mark 
1618-9. On the cup is the inscription "The Communion Cupp For Snt 
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i [OJne Com'union silver guilt cupp, & two little chalices in 
a blacke lether cover. 

2 One yellow & blew cheiny Damaske carpett w th a silke 

fring. 

3 One white damaske Com'union cloath. 

4 One surplisse. 

At this Court likewise Temperance Lady Yeardley deliv- 
ered upp unto y e Govern 1 " Seaven Cowes & five yonge heifers, 
w ch belonge unto y* Governo" place, & were left here by 
S r ffrancis Wyatt lately Governo r there being noe more to be 
delivered upp againe then were receaved. 

Mary's Church in Smith's Hundred in Virginia" and on the paten is 
"If any man eate of this Bread he shall live forever. Jno. II." As it is 
not noted by Lady Yeardley among the Smith's Hundred service, it is 
very probable that the one now at St. John's is the "trencher plate for 
the bread", given for the College in 1619. At the time Lady Yeardley 
turned over the other articles this "trencher plate" was not in her pos- 
session and may already have been in use at Elizabeth City. At any 
rate the probability of identity with the plate now at St. John's is so 
strong that we may allow ourselves to believe that there still exists 
a relic of the first effort for higher education in the English colonies. 

The "flower divinity books" can be identified. 

At a meeting of a Quarter Court of the Company, Nov. 15, 1620, the 
receipt is recorded of "fower great books as the gifte of one unto the 
Company that desyred his name might not be made knowne, wherof 
one booke was a treatise of Stt Augustine, of the Citty of God trans- 
lated into English, the other three greate Volumes w're the works 
of Mr. Perkins newlie corrected and amended, w'ch books the Donor 
desyred they might be sent to the Colledge in Virginia." 

"Mr. Perkins" was William Perkins (1558-1602), M. A., Christ's 
College, Cambridge, a noted Puritan teacher, preacher and theological 
writer. The Dictionary of National Biography jays that "through- 
out the Seventeenth century he continued to be studied as an authority 
but little inferior to Hooker or Calvin". Editions of his works in three 
volumes, folio, were published in Cambridge in 1608, 1609 and 1610, 
and in London 1606, 1612, 1616. The gift was evidently the last edition. 
The presentation of these books, which were gratefully received, is 
another bit of evidence showing the Puritan influences in the Company 
and in the foundation of the Colony and the Colonial Church. The "Low 
Church" Virginia Episcopacy has a long line of ancestry behind it. 
As it is named first we may say that the great work of St. Augustine 
was the first book presented to any public library in the English colonies. 



